NCAA
Eligibility Center

FOR STUDENTS

The NCAA Eligibility Center is responsible for certifying the academic and
amateur status of all Division I and II incoming student-athletes. Collegebound student-athletes can create an account with the Eligibility Center by
visiting eligibilitycenter.org. We recommend that students register during
their sophomore year of high school to ensure they have adequate time to
confirm they are on track for meeting initial eligibility requirements.
Academic requirements for each college-bound student-athlete are based on
the student’s core-course grade point average and their ACT or SAT score.
WHAT IS A CORE COURSE?
Core courses are those that are academic in nature, taught at or above your high school’s regular academic level,
receive credit toward high school graduation, and are four-year college preparatory courses. To be used in an academic
certification, the courses need to be listed on the student’s transcript with their grades and credits. Core courses must
be in one of the following academic areas:

§ English

§ Social science

§ Math (Algebra 1 or higher)

§ Foreign language

§ Natural/physical science

§ Comparative religion or philosophy

DIVISION I ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
§ Graduate from high school.
§ Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:
w English—four years

w Math (Algebra 1 or higher)—three years
w Natural/physical science (one year of lab if offered)—
two years
w Additional English, math, or natural/physical
science—one year
w Social science—two years
w Additional courses (in any of the above subject areas
or comparative religion or philosophy)—four years

§ Complete 10 of the 16 core courses prior to the start of

the seventh semester, including seven in English, math, or
natural/physical science.

§ Complete the 16 NCAA–approved core courses in eight

academic semesters or four consecutive academic years
from the beginning of ninth grade. If students graduate
from high school early, they must still meet core-course
requirements.

§ Earn an SAT® combined score or ACT sum score that

matches their core-course GPA (minimum 2.300) on the
Division I sliding scale.
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DIVISION II ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
§ Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:
w English—three years

w Math (Algebra 1 or higher)—two years

§ Graduate from high school.
§ Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching
your core-course GPA on the Division II sliding scale.

w Natural/physical science (one year of lab if offered)—
two years
w Social science—two years
w Additional English, math, or natural/physical
science—three years
w Additional courses (in any of the above subject areas
or comparative religion or philosophy)—four years

COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENT-ATHLETES TIMELINE
GRADE 9: PLAN

GRADE 11: STUDY

§ Start planning now! Take the right courses and earn the

§ Check with your counselor to make sure you are on track

§ Ask your counselor for a list of your high school’s NCAA

§ Take the ACT or SAT, and make sure NCAA gets your

best grades you can.

core courses to make sure you take the right classes.
Or, find your high school’s list of NCAA core courses at
eligibilitycenter.org/courselist.

GRADE 10: REGISTER
§ Register for a Certification Account or Profile Page with
the NCAA Eligibility Center at eligiblitycenter.org.

§ If you fall behind on courses, don’t take shortcuts to
catch up. Ask your counselor for help with finding
approved courses or programs you can take.
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to graduate on time.

scores by using code 9999.

§ At the end of the year, ask your counselor to upload your
official transcript.

GRADE 12: GRADUATE
§ Take the SAT or ACT again, if necessary, and make sure
NCAA gets your scores by using code 9999.

§ Request your final amateurism certification after April 1.
§ After you graduate, ask your counselor to upload your
final official transcript with proof of graduation.
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